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Dear Parent / Carer 

I cannot believe that it has been a couple of months since our last newsletter!  I do hope everyone 
managed to have a lovely break.  The children and staff came back to school refreshed and ready 
to take on the challenges of the new term!  

However, we have had a busy and eventful couple of months! We had been hoping that by now 
COVID cases would have reduced both amongst our pupils/parents and staff but sadly, the cases 
have increased and we have had a high number of cases in school – with our children and staff 
being affected.  Until now, we had been fairly lucky!  This has proved to be quite a challenge but I 
would like to say a huge thank you to all of our staff for pulling together when needed and also to 
the parents/carers who supported us when we had to make difficult decisions to close classes.  The 
decision was not taken lightly and was made with the input of Midlothian Council Education 
Department.   
 
 
New Staff 

 
We would like to welcome Miss Ellie Noble who has taken over the 
teaching of 7B for the foreseeable and a warm welcome to Mrs 
Lynn Reid who has taken on the role of Youth Worker at 
The Den.  Lynn will be providing opportunities for our pupils to 
achieve, not only in the classroom but also in the wider community. 

In our last newsletter, we advised that we were recruiting a further two Learning Assistants and I 
am pleased to say that Miss Rowan Drury and Mrs Nicola Greenan have joined us and they will 
support the learning in both the lower and middle years. 
All staff have been welcomed at The Den by both children and staff and are already settling in well 
to our school family. 
 
 
Bikes 
 
P1 would like to say a huge thanks to Miss Hogg and Miss 
Cairns for organising the delivery of several bikes for pupils 
to use.  Not only did they source the bikes, but had them 
repaired and delivered to school!  We are waiting the 
delivery of helmets – thank you to our Parent Council for 
your support with providing these.   

 

Hockey Tournament 

We would like to say ‘Congratulations!’ to our hockey team of P6 & P7 
pupils, who attended a tournament at LHSC with other primary schools 
across the area.  Feedback was very positive about our team, in particular 
their teamwork and good sportsmanship.  We are all very proud of them. 

 

 



Book Fair  

Due to COVID we were unable to hold our Parent 
Consultations in school and as a result could not hold our 
Book Fair in the format we normally run it in.  However, we 
are delighted to record a total spend of £1464.01!  This is 
amazing and we would like to thank you for your support 
with this. 

When our Fair is supported so well, it means that our school earns commission on the sales that we 
can spend on new books for our school.  Our children can then have new Novel Study books and 
books for our school library – which is going to have a bit of a facelift soon!  Watch this space….. 

 

The Zen Den 

We mentioned in previous newsletters that we had secured some 
funding from one of our local councillors and we were in the midst of 
planning a Sensory Room.  I am so pleased to say that we have 
recently had our sensory room ‘The Zen Den’  installed.  Both staff 
and pupils are delighted with the outcome and already our children 
are benefiting from using it.  We will be asking our pupils for 
feedback on how the room should be used. 

 

Internal Maintenance 

Work will begin in our ‘old’ provision on Monday 28th March 2022.  
Disruption to pupils and their learning will be minimal. 

 

 

Easter Break 

 

 

We finish for the Easter holidays on Friday 8th April 2022 at 12.20pm and 
return on Monday 25th April 2022.   

 

 

I hope everyone has a lovely and as COVID free as possible Easter break and I look forward to 
seeing all our staff and pupils back in school on Monday 25th April! 

 
Kind Regards, 
Jackie Mellon 
Head Teacher  
 


